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Take-home messages

▪ We are in the midst of a surge larger than any except 

for the winter Omicron surge, with few public health 

protections and the most infectious variant yet

▪ Only about 3M of the 7M residents of MA have been 

boosted (crucial to protect against Omicron variants)

▪ Those boosted are disproportionately from higher-

income communities where risks of severe outcomes 

are lower
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5/17: Highest single-day death count since the winter; 

# hospitalized > 800 (below 400 1 month ago)

Source: MA DPH
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John Brownstein from 

Boston Children’s/

Harvard Medical – “A 

hidden BA.2.12.1 COVID 

wave in New England”

-> true cases ~ 3.5 times 

higher
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Source: MWRA
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Source: Walgreens
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Source: MA DPH
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% boosted as of 3/1/22 (Bor et al. 2022)
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J Bor, SA Assoumou, K Lane, Y Diaz, B Ojikutu, J Raifman, JI Levy. Inequities in COVID-19 vaccine and booster coverage across Massachusetts 

ZIP codes: large gaps persist after the 2021/22 Omicron wave. https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2022.04.07.22273593v2

https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2022.04.07.22273593v2
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% boosted as of 3/1/22 (Bor et al. 2022)


